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On the other hand, the equality of the Dominions Chapter
•	"STTTT
was long since recognised by the withdrawal in 1862
of the power of the English Courts to issue writs
of habeas corpus effective throughout the colonies,1
though the writ runs still to the Channel Islands, which
for most purposes are without the sphere of the opera-
tion of British legislation and jurisdiction.
(4) Of greater importance materially, economic co-
operation is constitutionally a matter of little complica-
tion. The essential character of the co-operation has in
the past consisted of the establishment of instrument-
alities for the purpose of promoting Empire trade, and
of the conclusion of agreements between parts of the
Empire for preference in trade. There was at first some
hesitation on the part of Canada as to accepting any
form of organised co-operation even in the sphere of
economics lest it should have political implications,
and therefore it was not until 1925 that the Imperial
Economic Committee, which was reconfirm ended by the
Imperial Economic Conference of 1923, came into being.
Its competence was enlarged by the Conferences of
1926 and 1930, and now it extends to the investigation
of all kinds of matters bearing on Empire marketing,
the facilitating of conferences among those engaged in
particular industries in various parts of the Empire,
and the carrying out of any investigation which the
Governments may decide to entrust to it. The composi-
tion of the Committee is representative, on a footing of
equality, of the United Kingdom, the Dominions, in-
cluding Newfoundland, India, with representatives for
1 The Act was passed because in Anderson, Ex parte (1861), 3 E. & E.
487, a writ had to be issued to Canada. It no longer lies to the Free State:
O'Brien, Ex p'arte, [1923] A.C. 603.

